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about 20 miles west of the town of Lohardaga, which rises to 3,615
feet above sea-level. With the exception of the hills in the north-west
and of a lofty range which divides the main portion of the lower
plateau from the secluded valley of Sonapet in the south-eastern corner
of the District, the plateaux themselves are flat and undulating, with
numerous small hills. The District possesses varied beauties of
scenery, especially in the west and south, where bare and rugged rocks
alternate with richly wooded hills enclosing secluded and peaceful
valleys. Not least among the scenic features are the various waterfalls,
any of which would in a Western country be regarded as worthy of
a visit even from a distance. The finest is the Hundrughagh on the
Subarnarekha river about 30 miles east of Ranch! town; but several
others are hardly inferior, e.g. the Dasamghagh near Bundu, two
Peruaghaghs (one in Kochedega and one in the Basia thand)^ so called
because of the hundreds of wild pigeons which nest in the crevices of
the rocks round about all these falls, and the beautiful though almost
unknown fall of the Sankh river (known as the Sadmghagh from the
adjacent village of Sadm Kona), where it drops from the lofty Rajdera
plateau on its way to the plains of Barwe below. The river system
is complex, and the various watersheds scatter their rivers in widely
divergent directions. Near the village of Nagra, 12 miles west and
south-west of Ranch! town, rise the SUBARNAREKHA (the 'golden line
or thread') and the South Koel (a very common name for rivers in
Chota Nagpur, but apparently without any specific meaning); the
former on the south side and the latter on the north. The Subar-
narekha, of which the chief affluents in this District are the Kokro, the
KanchI, and the Karkari, flows at first in a north-easterly direction,
passes the town of Ranch! at a distance of about 2 miles, and eventually
running due east flows through a narrow and picturesque valley along
the Hazaribagh border into the District of Manbhum. The South
Koel, on the other hand, starting in a north-westerly direction, runs
near Lohardaga, and turning south again, flows across the District from
north-west to south-east into Gangpur State and there joins the Sankh,
which, rising in the extreme west of the District, also runs south-east,
the united stream being known as the BRAHMAN!. Within almost
a few yards of the Sankh rises another Koel, known as the North
Koel; but this stream flows to the north and eventually, after tiaversing
Palamau District, joins the Son under the plateau of Rohtas. None
of these rivers contains more than a few inches of water during the dry
season; but in the rains they come down in sudden and violent freshes,
which for a few hours, or it may be even days, render them wellnigh
impassable. Lakes are conspicuous by their absence, the explanation
being that the granite which forms the chief geological feature of the
District is soft and soon worn away.